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ports for ventilation that 
have replaced the large 
main cabin portlights.  It’s 
the little things that make 
each Vega special.  Sunda 
has been sailed quite a lot 
and there have been many 
small and some not so small 
changes that make her 
unique.  Perhaps Lynn and 
Warren can be coaxed into 
writing a detailed descrip-
tion of all the modifications 
and how they have en-
hanced their cruising expe-
riences.  In recent mail, 
along with many renewal 
checks (thankyouverymuch) 
there were a lot of sticky 
notes which I have repro-
duced in the “Signals” 
pages.  I could still use 
some more original material 
about your boats, your sail-

(Continued on page 2) 

Opening 
Shot 
By Chuck Rose 
My Trip to 
Florida last 
month was a real treat.  I 
got to visit with Florence 
Rosen in Orlando (Thanks 
again for the delightful 
lunch Florence) and we had 
a very nice chat.  I also got 
to spend an afternoon with 
Lynn and Warren Fischer in 
Miami.  Lynn and Warren 
came up to Ft. Lauderdale 
and picked me up at the 
convention center and took 
me to see their boat, 
“Sunda” V405.  I had a 
great time checking out the 
little modifications, like the 
step on the after end of the 
V berth to facilitate climb-
ing out through the forward 
hatch and the four opening 
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Financial Report: 
Sorry to disappoint all of you 
who were looking forward to the 
usual Nine Tails column by Bree 
but as Bosun of the good ship 
Lealea, she has been very busy in 
the rope locker getting ready for 
the summer’s planned sailing ac-
tivities (Getting in some serious 
nap time) and did not have time 
to write her column for this issue.  
Never fear though, Bree will be 
back next issue. 
As promised, here are the dirty 
details of our financial situation.  
All membership dues received 
since I took over the Newsletter 
in August, were applied to calen-
dar year 2001. All other money 
received as “Contributions” were 
applied to expenses incurred in 
calendar year 2000. 
Expenses, 2000 –  
Postage – $293.96 
Printing – $ 413.34 
Total – $707.30 
Contributions = $707.30 
Dues received for 2001 –  
                            $733.00 
Assets (Postage stamps and bur-
gees) -    $111.55. 
The Newsletter costs about $300 
per issue for printing and postage.  
Dues should cover that provided 
that we maintain a minimum 
number of members.  I’m count-
ing on the proceeds from burgee 
and t-shirt sales to cover the cost 
of printing and mailing the man-
ual to new members.  The manual 
costs $10 to print and $3.95 for 
postage within the US.  I will be 
experimenting with e-mail distri-
bution of the newsletter and man-
ual as well as other ways to cut 
costs without reducing the num-
ber of pages or the number of  
issues per year.  As always, your 
comments, critiques and sugges-
tions are greatly appreciated. 

(Continued from page 1) 

ing experiences, relevant 
books you’ve read or any-
thing of interest to the other 
members.  Good photos of 
your boats, with good light-
ing and a clean background 
are sure to be published.  
Digital photos sent to me 
via e-mail are the easiest for 
me to deal with but I do 
have a scanner so snapshots 
are fine.  The photos in this 
issue were all scanned snap-
shots.  
 Thanks to Florence we 
now have a limited supply 
of burgees. These burgees 
are 16” X 24”, red nylon 
with the V and four pointed 
star appliqued in white on 
both sides with a white ny-
lon tape reinforcing the 
hoist and brass grommets.  
After some preliminary 
shopping around on the net 
it looks like I will not be 
able to duplicate these bur-
gees at anywhere near the 
price.  The best I’ve come 
up with so far is $15.95 
(That’s dead cost. We‘ll 
need to add some for post-
age and a little profit for the 
assn.) for a one sided appli-
que on a 12” X 18” nylon 
pennant so if anyone knows 
of a source of comparable 
burgees at a better price 
please let me know.   
The Association seems to 
be getting more active.  

Opening Shot Elsewhere in this issue look 
for news about TWO Vega 
gatherings this summer, one in 
Hawaii on the island of Kauai  
the first weekend in Septem-
ber and the other in the Pa-
cific Northwest the first week-
end in July.  Also, the 
Nor'East Albin Cruisers are 
having a rendezvous and 
they’ve invited us windbags to 
join the fun.  It goes without 
saying that we will recipro-
cate.  I expect lots of letters 
and photos from those of you 
attending these events to share 
with the rest of us.  Look for 
the details on all of these hap-
penings in this and future is-
sues. 
OK, so how many of you ad-
venturous souls are plan-
ning to show up with 
your boats at Nawili-
wili ? 

 

P.S.-You don’t really need 
to bring your boat of course 
but we’d sure like to see 
some “Out of Towners” 
show up.  Still in the 
planning stages of course 
but there will certainly be 
plenty of fun.  I will also be 
meeting with the Officers 
of Nawiliwili YC to see if 
we can organize a race to 
Hanalei and some other fun 
stuff.  Let’s get together, 
Hawaii or Port Browning 
or, why not both?  See ya! 
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New England and as far away 
as North Carolina.  Feel free 
to drop me a line for more 
info. 
Tim Hall 
Medford, MA 
1970 A25 "Purrfect" 
AlbinCruisers 
List Moderator 
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/AlbinCruisers 
  

Mid-Pacific Rendez-
vous (Hawaii) 
And mucho mahalos to Bree, 
bosun of SV Lealea V1860, 
for getting all the details 
worked out for the gathering 
on the island of Kauai.  Here’s 
the scoop: 
Place: Nawiliwili Boat Har-
bor and Hanalei Bay, Kauai, 
Hawaii 
Dates: Friday, August  31, 
thru Monday, September 3, 
2001 
Planned activities (So Far):  
The Nawiliwili Yacht Club 
has agreed to co-host this 
event and there will be a Vega 
class in their annual Labor 
Day Race from Nawiliwili to 
Hanalei on Saturday - Crews 
welcome on local boats. Party 
at the end of the race. Luau - 
the kind they only do on 
Kauai with Hawaiian enter-
tainment and local style food 
(All diets are hereby sus-
pended)- Sunday evening, lo-
cation TBA 
 There will be two or three 
boats sailing over to Kauai 
from Oahu and there may be 
crew berths on one or two of 
them. For anyone who wants 

(Continued on page 17) 

tend to leave. After all, cour-
tesy is part of owning a 
VEGA.  
PS - because of the value of 
the American Dollar, youse 
guys (gals) bring the wine eh!.
… 
(Editor’s advice to “Middle 
Americans” Bring green-
backs and buy the wine in 
BC, it’s cheaper that way) 
The enclosed JPG's  
(Editor’s note: Sorry gang, 
the file size got too big.  The 
excellent maps will be in the 
next  issue) 
are from a book entitled Gulf 
Island and Vancouver Island - 
Sooke to Nanaimo by Anne & 
Laurence Yeadon-Jones. It is 
the best. 
  
Cheers 
Brian - 1039 
(604)-820-7301 

Nor’east Rendezvous: 
While the Northeast Vega 
Sailors haven’t come up with 
anything yet, the Albin Cruis-
ers have extended an invita-
tion to their rendezvous. Here 
is the email from Tim Hall 
with the details: 
 
Hi All! 
If any of you folks are inter-
ested we are going to be hold-
ing our 2001 AlbinCruisers 
Rendezvous July 20-22 at 
Crockers Boat Yard, 56 How-
ard Street, New London  CT  
1-860-443-6304 
We would welcome any Albin 
Vegas that would like to join 
us.  Each boat must make their 
own reservations with Crock-
ers.  So far there are about 10 
boats attending from around 

The Nav 
Station 
By Chuck Rose 
Well doesn’t it 
look like an exciting summer 
coming up? Many thanks to 
member Brian Hofler (V1039 
“Lyra”) for putting the  

Pacific Northwest  
Rendezvous together.  
Laura and I will be there.  I 
hope you all can make it too.  
Here are the details from 
Brian: 
Place: Port Browning, North 
Pender Island, Canada   
Date: Friday June 29 to 
Monday July 02, 2001 (let me 
know if you will be coming in 
on the Friday or the Saturday) 
Cost: $21.60 / day (does not 
include electricity) 
I have contacted the Marina 
and talked to Leila. Six (6) 
spots have been reserved in 
my name (Brian Hofler). At 
this time I have had positive 
responses from:  
Judy and Ken - Seattle Gene - 
Oak Bay 
Mike - Widbey Island 
Myself and Diana - Crescent 
Beach  
By my count that is four (4) 
vessels...therefore, if more 
want to come (2 spots avail-
able at this time), please indi-
cate as soon as possible. If ad-
ditional berths are required, 
then I will phone and 
(hopefully) secure more . Inci-
dentally, let's keep it simple. 
No one is expected to pay if 
the berth is not occupied. 
However, please let me know 
your ETA on the day you're 
arriving and the date you in-
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Preparing the Vega for Extended Offshore Cruising 
By Nick and Jenny Coghlan “Tarka the Otter” V1639 
Reprinted from the VODCA Newsletter No.8/9/90, Jun/Jul 1990 
 
When we bought 'Tarka The Otter' (Vega #1639) in 1983, she had a life history not untypical 
for a ten-year old fiberglass boat; One owner had her for six or seven years and lavished a great 
deal of care and attention on her, but the next two had neglected her. On our test sail the bilge 
filled up with near-boiling water from a leaking exhaust and a spreader fell off - useful in re-
ducing the price but not otherwise encouraging. 'Tarka" had over 7000 miles on the clock, in-
cluding a testing 800-mile trip around Vancouver Island and a fair amount of racing. 
 
Six years later, the boat had a great deal more weekend sailing under her keel, another circum-
navigation of Vancouver Island, and a 36,000 mile circumnavigation of the world -the varnish 
needs work, the engine gives a few starting problems and the mainsail has lost all shape - but 
basically, 'Tarka' could circumnavigate again. I should stress that 'Tarka's crew have very few 
practical skills and I would guess that we spent considerably less time preparing the boat prior 
to our major voyage and working on it during the trip than most of the cruising couples we 
met. The message is clear: the Vega is basically a very sound boat, capable of offshore sailing, 
and you don't need to do a great deal to get her ready. So, what did we do (and what should you 
do) to 'fix her up’? 
 
The following comments explain what we did to Tarka to get her ready for offshore, what 
things worked, what didn't, etc. Inevitably it is personal since there are very few 'right' or 
'wrong' ways to take a boat offshore, but there might be a few points of interest to members 
planning such an event. Of course, Jenny and I would be happy to respond in detail to any par-
ticular question - just drop us a line. (I could write a book just about the vane.) 
 
First, you should read a few books. We found the following to be especially useful: 
 
Dan Spurr: Upgrading the Cruising Sailboat. In this book Spurr takes a boat not unsimilar to a 
Vega (a Pearson Triton) and, chapter by chapter, goes through all the ways you can 'beef up' a 
boat. 
 
Eric Hiscock: Cruising Under Sail. The 'classic' work. 
 
Lin & Larry Pardey: The Self-Sufficient Sailor, especially relevant to people on small boats. 
 
John Neal's Log of the Mahina is also of interest, though it is my impression that he sailed his 
boat rather hard, especially on the final beat back from Hawaii, when he found it necessary to 
insert a mast support. 
 
Anne Miller's Out of the Blue, describing her two transatlantic voyages is well written but not 
very informative in practical terms 

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4) 

Next- get on as many boats as possible 'that have been there' - not just Vegas but preferably 
boats at the smaller end of the range. You can pick up a lot of ideas and tips in this way. If at 
all possible, try to crew on someone else's boat on an offshore passage: this will not only allow 
you to see a cruising boat in action, but more importantly, to see yourself in action offshore. 
You may just well decide its not your 'cup of tea" after all and thus save yourself a lot of time, 
labour and money -its surprising how many people, after planning 'the great escape' for years 
discover after only two or three days out, that they hate offshore sailing! Most of the sailing 
magazines carry `Crew wanted' ads. On the West Coast, San Francisco's 'freebie', 'Latitude 38', 
has a particularly large section. 
 
Here is what we did to 'Tarka', starting, for want of a better place, at the bow: 
 
Ground Tackle                                                                                                                              
 
The basic rule here is that you can't have too much. For months on end, possibly for years, the 
safety of you and your boat, possibly your life, will depend largely on your ground tackle. For 
peace of mind alone, go for overkill. We carried four anchors, as follows: 
 
 22 pound Bruce (10 kg) with 105 ft of 5/16" chain and 200 ft. braided half-inch nylon line. 
This was our primary anchor. Always use your heaviest ground tackle as your primary gear. 
The large amount of chain is necessary because many of your anchorages will be in coral. It 
also has the desirable side-effect of reducing swinging, as in most anchorages, you will be on 
all chain at a ratio of about 3 to 1. Occasionally we were in anchorages of 90 to 100 ft.; this 
weight of anchor and chain is about the limit that anyone other than superman can be expected 
to haul up without an anchor winch. 
 
16 pound Bruce (7 kg) with 40 ft hi-test quarter inch chain and 250 ft laid half-inch nylon line. 
 
 10 pound Danforth with 15 ft quarter inch chain and 110 ft half-inch laid nylon line. 
 
 20 pound fisherman's anchor with 120 ft chain. Various options open on choice of line. 
 
We have never dragged on the Bruce, so you may well ask, why so many anchors? First, it is 
quite often necessary to lay a substantial stern anchor in crowded anchorages. Second, it is 
quite possible that in the course of your travels you will lose one set of gear- through having to 
ditch it in a hurry, perhaps - and you can't easily get quality high-tensile replacements in the 
many locations you will be cruising. Third, and most important, even though you may never 
plan to sail anywhere in the hurricane season, hurricanes can and do occur when and where 
they're not supposed to and you must be prepared for this eventuality. To have a chance of sur-
viving a hurricane, you would need to lay at least three anchors. 
 
Remember to wire all your shackles and to periodically reverse your rodes. Though it may 
sound obvious, remember to tie on the bitter ends. As you'll often be on all chain, two more 

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 

items are essential: a chain hook at the end of a fifteen or twenty feet of anchor line to act as a 
snubber, and another hook on a much shorter piece (one foot or so, attached to your bow cleat) 
to stop the slack chain dribbling out when the snubber has taken the major strain and also to act 
as a convenient temporary holding device when you're having trouble hauling all that chain in. 
I bolted a 24" by 3" by 1" piece of teak across the top of the bow pulpit, then screwed two 
small pieces of the same piece of teak to the top of the beam, leaving a half-inch wide channel 
between them. The Bruce sits on the beam, it's shank vertical and forward of the teak beam, it's 
arm running back through the retaining channel, the flukes facing astern and curving back un-
der the beam. Do a simple cross lashing where the anchor sits on the beam and another lashing 
from the chain's point of attachment. to the T part at the bottom of the pulpit. The chain almost 
fills the chain locker, so it is necessary to feed a large part of the line out of the chain locker 
and into a bucket at the front end of the Vee-berth. If one is doing a large amount of beating, 
they won't want this much weight in the bows - on our beat to weather from Hawaii to BC we 
put it all in the locker immediately astern of the water tank. Otherwise , try to keep it up 
front - if you need your anchor in a hurry, you don't want to have to fetch it up from a locker. 
 
 

Hawse Pipe 
 
Not standard on the Vega, but obviously you need one. The obvious place to put it is dead cen-
tre, right up in the bow but if I were installing ours again, I'd put it to one side, so as not to 
weaken the reinforcing beam that runs amidships. No hawse pipe is watertight and, offshore, 
you need to take special care to seal yours up with plastic bags, tape, etc, etc. It takes only a 
few hours of heavy seas for a large amount of water to find its way into the tiny hole where the 
chain goes in, thence into the bilge (and over the batteries . . . .) 
 
Anchor Roller 
 
Keep it short and stubby, with as little overhang as possible. 
 

(Continued on page 7) 

Arrangement for Stowing a Bruce Anchor 
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Signals From the Fleet 

Contributions  
You may submit contributions  
via e-mail by sending text  or 
graphics to: 
Vega1860@netscape.net   
 
Manuscripts, photos or drawings 
may be sent via conventional 
mail to: 
SV Lealea 
PO Box 88784 
Honolulu, HI 96830-87874 
 
Contributions submitted via 
snail mail will be returned only 
if accompanied by a self ad-
dressed stamped envelope 

(Continued from page 6) 

 
We found the plywood bulkhead needed replacing due to general rottenness and from being 
waterlogged. Use the old one as a template for anew one; you need to take up the forward 
flooring section in the Vee berth to get the old one out/new one in. 
 
Navigation Lights 
 
The pulpit-mounted nav-lights are invisible offshore. On the top of the mast we installed an 
Aqua Signal Tri-light (10 watts or 25 watts, depending on which bulb you opt for), and ran the 
cable down inside. The light consists of a round base unit, about one inch high, into which the 
main assembly (about 9" high) locks. If you want, it is simple to unlock the main assembly and 
leave the base unit protected by a plastic cap which is supplied. This can be handy when you 
want to replace a bulb - unlock the upper unit, take it down, change the bulb in the safety and 
comfort of the cabin, then go up and replace the unit again. Feeding the cable down inside the 
mast was a nightmare! We eventually had to use a device called an Electricians Fish, which I 
believe they use when faced by similar problems with house wiring. Leave the pulpit lights 
mounted -they're a useful backup and when in port, are more easily comprehensible to other 
boats than a tri-light. Though technically illegal, most offshore cruising boats do not routinely 
use running lights all night.  Your batteries simply cannot handle this for night after night, 
week after week. Provided you are keeping a good watch (i.e. somebody in the cockpit all 
night) I believe its an acceptable practice to put your lights on only when you see those of a 
merchant vessel or approaching land. You will find, unfortunately, that most merchant ships 
keep a less than adequate watch. 
 To be continued Next Issue 
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Dear Chuck 
Welcome aboard.  Your newslet-
ter looked very professional and I 
look forward to more.  I to live 
aboard with a dog named Chi-
cago (hence the home port of 
Chicago) in Deltaville, VA. 
I bought the Farther (hull#150) in 
’98, restored it over a year and 
it’s been a great boat. I sailed the 
bay for two weeks where I finally 
met my new friend and Vega 
owner Lorenzo Gilchrist and his 
wife Judy and last fall I became 
in a pounding (?) in five-foot seas 
and 40-knot winds in the dark.  
Tow Boat US out of Gwynns Is-
land rescued me (The best $600 I 
ever spent) the boat had only cos-
metic damage after being 
pounded for three hours and I’m 
a better sailor for it.  “What does-
n’t kill you will only make you 
stronger.” 
My bond with my engine is al-
most as strong as that with my 
fury first mate and it has not let 
me down in what I calculate to be 
200 hours of running time. 
Let me begin with my favorites:  

The old solex has got to go.  Re-
place it with a new zenith of a 
similar h.p. rating (mine is for a 
two cyl engine rated to 18 h.p. at 
2000 rpm) Then take the old 
solex and new zenith to your fa-
vorite machinist and using the 
flanges as templates he can make 
an adapter piece (check for clear-
ance w/the new one to determine 

the length of the adapter)  and 
now you have a carb that you can 
get parts Fed Xed overnight for 
plus a throttle.  With the money 
you saved buy a tach and take a 
three-day cruise. 
That $600 dinosaur starter? Jetti-
son! Not yet! Carry it into any 
place that sells parts for gas pow-
ered golf carts.  I found a perfect 
fit that charges fantastic for $125.  
The wiring is a little tricky on 
these as they can start an engine 
in either direction.  Think it 
through before you hook up a 
new voltage regulator.  It’s a 
good idea at this point.  Get one 
anywhere, same as with the sole-
noid. 
Let me point out that this is the 
original engine, 1968 0-21 with 
the understated serial # 4-2. 
I had to replace several parts and 
not once in two years did I order 
an Albin part.  When I finally did 
a few weeks ago I was shocked at 

(Continued on page 9) 

More Signals From the Fleet 
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(Continued from page 8) 

the prices.  $15 for a set of points 
which are essentially the same as 
off of a VW beetle, Opel, Saab 
etc. and readily available at any 
auto parts store. Likewise for the 
rotor button and condenser. 
I was charges $55 for a truck 
thermostat and sent directions on 
machining the cover to fit it. 
Even Chicago felt we were being 
taken advantage of. 
What I propose trying, Chuck, is 
a database on the website listing 
common part# and where they 
can be located.  This doesn’t have 
to be confined to us few hapless 
souls still owning the old gas en-
gine bur the fancy folks with Vol-

vos, Yanmars (like the editor), 
and Betas may have sections to.  
Not only does buying a part from 
the local trade save money, it 
saves time.  As long as the specs 
match the original, it will work. 
I’m still working on the thermo-
stat issue.  My bet is if anyone 
can read off the numbers on the 
original there is one to fit it. 
Good luck on the newsletter 
Chuck.  It was my pleasure to 
have several long and informative 
telephone conversations with Sid-
ney before he passed and he was 
a delightful person. 
I need a couple of club burgees, 
one for myself and one for a 
friend who just bought an old mo-
tor cruiser. Godspeed 
Tom White 
 <svfarther1@aol.com > 

SV Farther’s First Mate, Chicago. and Friend celebrate Christmas 

More Signals From the Fleet 
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More Signals From the Fleet 

Steve Wallace’s "Windhover", V.710. 

See Steve’s letter on page 12 

Chuck Rose 
SV Lealea 
PO Box 88784 
Honolulu, HI 96830-8784 
Vega1860@netscape.net 
(808) 228-3703 (Cellular/Home) 
(808) 831-2611 (It’s OK to call 
me at work, it‘s a direct line) 



Page12 

December 3, 2000 
 

Dear Chuck, 
 

Thanks much for taking up the banner from Sid. The 1st two issues have read very well. Your guest con-

tributor "Bree" deserves a Pulitzer. I want to send my 'O1 membership, a brief note, and photo of my Vega 

"Windhover", V.710. 
 

Have had her now for 2 years. Bought as a $5k fixer upper. Spent until August of this year working on her 

including repowering with new 13.5hp Beta Diesel which I bought through Vega Assoc. of Great Britain 

and had shipped from Scotland. Still have some interior work to go. 
 

During the long rehab period I did at times would think 1 was a fool for giving up my old trailer sailor 

(Precision 23) for hull 710 and ask myself why I was doing all this. The testimonials in the newsletter, as well 

as the Good Old Boat review, would offer needed encouragement. Sea trials finally in August and what every-

one kept saying about the virtues of the Vega are true. She's quite comfortable, handles very well indeed, and 

is a so easy to single-hand. Per Broholl, you're a genius and an aeronautical engineer by training so I learned 

from one of the newsletters which seems to show in the compactness of your design. 
 

I sail her on Lake Michigan, keeping her in Chicago where 1 work, and having a default destination on week-

ends of Michigan City IN, 35mi @99deg across southern tip, where I live. I managed to take her on a maiden 

voyage in September: 6 day, single-handed, following a triangular course of about 180mi, characterized by 

mostly light winds. 175% nylon drifter will draw under all light wind conditions but when speed drops below 

3kts sailing soon becomes a chore. Had to motor for 23hrs. 5gal of diesel only for the Beta Diesel (she'll push 

Windhover to 7.1 kts and cruise @ 6kts and 3/4 throttle, optimal, minimal vibration). Hard freezing during 

winters here require haul out mid-October to mid-April so she sits in my side yard here where I toy with here 

as much as I can and daydream about sailing next spring. 
 

Like the idea of Vega tee shirts as promotional and fund raiser. Sid also sold Vega burgees, but a tee shirt, 

especially with hull number, is even better. Think serializing the Coghlan's essay on readying the Vega for 

offshore work and on their circumnavigation would be great. I got a copy from Sid. Well written, informa-

tive, inspirational. Also, would be nice for the Ass'n to get hold of copy of "Vega Westbound" which Sid 

would loan out. I made a copy of copy but it is several generations old and I don't think it would be legible if 

copied further. Maybe Sid's children would have original copies. As I recall there were three. "Vega West-

bound" is a 30 minute video of 4 Swedish sailors tradewind sailing a Vega across the Atlantic in the `70's 

with heavily Swedish accented narrative. 
 

Best Wishes, 

More Signals From the Fleet 

Steve, I got a limited supply of burgees from Florence 
Rosen.  I’ve decided to sell them for $12.50.  The new 
ones will probably either be smaller or will cost more 
(Maybe both).  Haven’t found the Vega Westbound 
tape but will keep looking.  As for the T-shirts; I’m 
working on it 
Aloha 
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More Signals From the Fleet 

The  Vega e-Group 

Has moved.  The new URL 

is http://groups.yahoo.com/

group/AlbinVega.  If you 

haven’t already – check it 

out! 
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More Signals From the Fleet 

Dear Chuck, 

Thanks for the Vega 

newsletter; like 

everyone else I 

really appreciate 

that you’ve taken 

on the job:I usu-

ally pay my dues 

promptly, but this 

year I’ve been 

dragging my feet, 

because my wife and 

I are selling our 

house and moving 

back to Vancouver 

Island, and I 

wanted to be able 

to give you an ad-

dress. I still 

can’t give you the 

postal address, but 

I have to pay my 

dues, which you can 

see I’ve enclosed. 

I notice there 

was a “fleet signal” 

from Brian Hofler 

re. a Pacific North-

west rendezvous, and 

I sincerely hope 

this happens; vari-

ous people have been 

going to do it over 

the last 8 years, and 

certainly there are 

enough Vega’s in the 

area. 

A friend here on 

Pander lent me a 

Swedish sailing maga-

(Continued on page 16) 
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More Signals From the Fleet 

From the Albin Vega eGroup: 
-----Original Message-----  
  From: Judy Schwan [mailto:
skipperjs@yahoo.com]  
 Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2001 8:20 PM  
 To: AlbinVega@yahoogroups.com  
Subject: Northwest Vega Rendezvous  
Hi Brian:  
We would like to attend the Vega rendezvous. 
The second weekend in July would work bet-
ter for us since we are involved with the 
Wooden Boat Festival at the  Center for 
Wooden Boats here in Seattle the first               
weekend of July. Is the date flexible?  
There would be 2 of us, my husband and my-
self,  attending on AKVAVIT #1869 from 
Seattle.  We are excited about getting together 
with other Vega  owners in the Pacific North-
west. Let us know if we can help out in any 
way.  
              Judy Schwan  
              Ken McMillen  

Brian Hofler responds:  
Hello Judy:Unfortunately I am unable to 
change the date. My wife has already booked 
some time for that particular weekend and I 
am tied up in school for the rest of July and 
August. All I can suggest is that we keep in 
touch, see what other opportunities evolve 
and meet whenever and wherever we can. By 
the way, for all Vega sailors interested, the 
meeting place is Port Browning on North 
Pender Island - 48* 46' N 123* 16'W. July 
1st.weekend. I will talk to the marina and 
get some info re: cost on the dock. These 
is good holding ground in the bay, a full 
marina (a little down trodden) toilets and 
showers (wear your shoes) a pub...in fact 
everything a Vega sailor desires...did I 
mention palm trees? 
Cheers Brian - 1039  Note: edited by CR 
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More Signals From the Fleet 

Passage, during which 

trip the skipper and his 

crewmate estimated that 

at one point the entire 

boat was under water, 

during a really bad 

storm. Andhoy then 

sailed north up the 

coast of Argentina to 

the Valdez Peninsula 

where the boat was re-

provisioned for a trip 

to South Africa. Most 

unfortunately, they were 

late leaving the town of 

Puerto Madryn, and dark-

ness overtook them when 

they were only a few 

miles off the coast. The 

wind was good, the boat 

was moving along, and 

there was a hell of a 

crash with some-

thing-they never did see 

what, but to make the 

kind of hole described, 

it was almost certainly 

a container. Berserk 

went to the bottom, and 

the crew made it back to 

land in the inflatable. 

Just thought you’d be 

interested 

I have never liked 

sailing at night; and 

this is why. During: 

the day they Would 

Probably have seen 

whatever it was they 

hit. Last year I set 

out in June for Hawaii, 

but had to turn back 

after only one day out, 

as I broke my water-

maker and was only car-

rying 4 gallons of wa-

ter at the time. How-

ever, when night came, 

and the boat was doing 

5.5-6.5 kts into the 

blackness, (I was 

alone) I thought “this 

is crazy, Russian rou-

(Continued on page 17) 

(Continued from page 14) 

zine which has been 

running a series on a 

Vega appropriately 

named “Berserk” skip-

pered by a young Nor-

wegian Jarle Andhoy 

which was sailed 

around Cape Horn and 

then across Drake Pas-

sage to Antarctica, 

and back over Drake 
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that hard. If you need a little 
help to get started . It really 
needn't be anything elaborate. 
I'm sure you can find a marina 
or yacht club that would be 
willing to be the designated 
host. Then all that remains is 
to get the word out via the e-
group and the Newsletter. If 
you're unsure, call me pri-
vately and I'll nag, cajole, 
bully and shame you into it  
d;^) (808) 228-3703. 

Sadly, this will be the last 
issue for many of you. What 
can I say?  I know that some 
of you simply can’t bring 
yourselves to renew without 
old Sidney at the helm and I 
must say I understand com-
pletely.  As you can see 
though, the Association is ex-
periencing something of a re-
vival and there is more to 
come. Next year I expect at 
least three regional events in 
the Americas and of course 
there is the IFR in Denmark.  
We will be publishing all 20 
pages of Nick and Jenny’s ar-
ticle, “Preparing the Vega for 
Extended Offshore Cruising”, 
as well as the VODA rules 
booklet for those of you who 
have expressed an interest in 
racing. There is lots of fun 
and informative stuff in the 
works and you won’t want to 
miss it.  If this issue arrived 
with the words  

“MEMBERSHIP  
EXPIRED”  

on the outside, it’s time for a 
decision. We hope you’ll de-
cide to stay with us. 
Aloha, 
Chuck, Laura and Bree 

(Continued from page 16) 

lette”(I was off the 

south Washington 

coast about 80 miles 

out, and was sleeping 

for 20 minutes at a 

time) If I had hit 

anything at that 

speed ........ 

Anyway, enough of 

my rambling, you will 

have my present ad-

dress, and when we 

have completed our 

move I’ll sand my 

postal address. We 

don’t have a com-

puter. 

Hope this finds 

you and Laura in good 

health and spirits, 

and the New Year 2001 

is a good one for you 

both:      

 

Peter 

Bell 

to fly in, there are direct 
flights into Lihue or island 
hops from Honolulu. If you 
need help with accommoda-
tions let me know. For anyone 
thinking of sailing over, it 
would be three or four weeks 
sailing time from the left coast 
so you would have time to get 
here from Port Browning after 
Brian's event if you’re up for 
it. The locals tell me that there 
will most likely be slips avail-
able and surely anchorage at 
Nawiliwili because many lo-
cal boats go to Hanalei that 
time of year to anchor in the 
bay. We may do the same. 
This is of course a major 
ocean passage so be well pre-
pared. I recommend that you 
consult a good cruising guide 
(I have found Charlie's Charts 
of Hawaii an excellent aid) 
and acquire proper charts of 
the Hawaiian Islands. It would 
be really great if we could get 
a few mainland Vegas to Ha-
waii for this event. Anyone 
who wants to attend please let 
me know as early as possible 
and I'll give you all the help I 
can.  

East Coast Rendez-
vous: 
OK so we don’t actually have 
anything planned as yet for 
the East Coast.  It is not too 
late though.  An "End of the 
Season" party would be just 
the ticket! One last sailing 
outing before the winter lay-
up. All we need is someone to 
step up to the plate to be the 
contact point, make a few 
phone calls and post a few 
messages here. Really, it's not 

Privacy Policy: 
It is the policy of the editor and 
publisher of this newsletter that 
ALL information concerning 
members is strictly confidential 
and is not to be released to any-
one for any reason.  The sole 
exception is the membership list 
published in the second issue 
each year.  This list is to contain 
only the names, postal addresses 
and other contact information 
provided by the members for the 
purpose of sharing information 
within the American Vega Asso-
ciation and will not, under any 
circumstances, be provided to 
anyone outside the Association. 



Page18 

The AVA News  
Chuck Rose, Editor 
PO Box 88784 
Honolulu, HI 96830-8784 

 

PRINTED MATERIAL

PRINTED MATERIAL

PRINTED MATERIAL

PRINTED MATERIAL    

Membership Information 
 
Membership dues are currently 
US$12 for one year for members 
residing in the United States.  
International memberships are 
US$15. Membership includes a 
subscription to the AVA News 
published six times a year. New 
members will receive a copy of 
Vega Owners Repair and 
Maintenance Manual, over 
100 pages of tips and tricks 
compiled over the past 30 years 
by the members of VODCA and 
the AVA.  Make checks payable 
to : 
Chuck Rose 
SV Lealea 
PO Box 88784 
Honolulu, HI 96830-8784 

Membership Application 
 

Name: 
 
Postal Address: 
                                                 
                                     
Country: 
E-mail: 
                                     
First Mate: 
 
Hull/Sail No. 
 
Boat Name: 
 
Home Port: 
 
Telephone: 
 
New Member                                     Renewal 

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRED

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRED

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRED

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRED    


