. V E G A Newsletter

Sidney A. Roaan, aditor (407) 352-9250
amall: sldnock@aoci.com

Dec 1999

Voice of American Yega Sailors No. 12-89

Happy new year!

No Y2 worries please !
1¥’s ¥he 25+h day of Elul in the year 5760
(Hebrew calendar)

Ahoy! A new year |s begunning so let's get down to business!

#1 Pay your dues now for the year 2000 - it will cost you less!
We are in a good financial position with a healthy bank balance. So, we need

less money! The new structure is: US members $10.
Canadian members $17. inUS $
Fareign members $22. nUS$

Unless you are a recent joiner your membership expires when the clock strikes 12 .

#2 Let's get back to basics. Our prime purpose has always been to help each other
through the exchange of information between members. It's nice to hear what's been going
onin "Vega land” but we haven't been swapping the technical data like we could be. We
need more data about your improvcements, problems and concerns . It can't get printed if
you don't send it .

. Please, Please. Please give us your new address when you move!
Last month was a banner month for undeliverable mail - five (5) members did not get their
newsletter.

™\ DUES ARE PAYVABLE RIGHT NOW!
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First of all, T would like to thank you and all the members of 4.V.a, for

T

contriouting so senerously to Mike Freeman's Zound Sritain retirement criise to rzise
funds for the 175th. anniversary of the Hoyal lational Lifeboat Institute, I nave

Just returned from helping a new ViG3 member bring his Vega from Copenhagen to Medway.
On my azrrival at hom2 last week, I found 2 letter from Mike Treeman znd sn sccount of

1

his voyaze, I ~m enclosing 2 copy for you, which might make a few installments of your

wonderful newsletter { when letters are in short supply!) .
Last year atthe I,F,R.'98 on the Medway it was very nice to meet Ross and Pat
Nring and their son Reed from U.3,A., They keep their boat "Critiers" on Lake Michigan,
_ - a venue less like the Medway cannot be imagined! They were, like all the Buropean
Vega owners famcinated by the huge mud banks that zppeared every twelve hours out of
the wery places that they had been sailing over a few hours earlier, T hope %o meet them
again at next years I.F.R. 2000 in Holland,
I do not know when I will be near your neck of the woods Sid, btut when I am L
will phone wyou to say "hello", my son still works in New York so you never know,
Meanwhile I will say goodbye, my love to you and Florence, and thankyou

zgain for yvour kind support for Mike Freeman.
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season or the so this issue
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let's have —
gome fun and lots of
good cheer

signs along the highways:

Fuel Tank Cleaning

the fuel, the fewer pmblems“

Vega Association of Great Britain  Dew sletter 23

(without removal)

The less fuel in the tank when the job is carried out the better. Remove all th
around the insp ection cover on the top of the fuel tank, try not 10 disturb the orientation of
the top and bottom collar rings as they are gasier 10 ce-assemble at the end of the cleaning
process. Lift the inspection cover and move it to one <ide so there is just enough room 10 in-
sert a garden hose. This will run from the bottom of the tank to either a diesel container be-
low the Vega (siphon process) oF to the sea-waler pump (which will be use
rather than sea-water). EMpLY the tank of all clean fuel, check the state of the fuel as you near
the bottom of the tank. Once empty don “the marigolds” and wipe out the tank with clean
Sponges. Remove all the jelly like substance and clean thoroughly. Remember - “The cleaner
Brian Blakeney - Vega “Notyarc

d to pump fuel

"

to being
jolly

HAPPY

old “ ”
geezers” will remember the Burma Sh
ave

e small bolts
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In a Copenhagen airtline
ticket office:

We take your bags and send them
in all directions.

On the door of a Moscow
hotel room:

If this is your first visit to the
USSR, you are welcome to it.

In a Norwegian cocktail
lounge:

Ladies are requested not to have
children in the bar.

At a Budapest zoo:

Please do not feed the animals.
If you have any suitable food,
give it 1o the guard on duty.

In the office of a Roman
doctor:

Specialist in Women and other
disedases.

In an Acapulco hotel:
The manager has personally
passed all the water served here.

In an advertisment by a Hong
Kong dentist:

Teeth extracted by the latest
Methodists.

In a Bucharest hotel lobby:
The lift is being fixed for the next
day. During that time we regret
that you will be unbearable.

In a hotel in Athens:

Visitors are expected to complain
at the office between the hours 9
and 11 a.m. daily.

In a Yugoslavian hotel:

The flattening of underwear with
pleasure is the job of the
chambermaid. To get it done,
turn her on.

In a Japanese hotel:
You are invited to take advantage
of the chambermaid

In the lobby of a Moscow
hotel across from a Russian
Orthodox monastary:

You are welcome to visit the
cemetary where famous Russian
and Soviet compfosers, artists,
and writers are buried daily
except Thursday.

In an Austrian hotel catering
to skiiers:

Not to perambulate the corridors
in the hours of repose in the
boois of ascension.

On the menu of a Swiss
restaurant:

Our wines leave you nothing to
hope for.

On the menu of a Polish hotel:
Salad a firm's own make; limpid
red beet soup with cheesy
dumplings in the form of a
finger, roasted duck let loose,
beef rashers beaten up in the
country people’s fashion.

This has apsolutrely nothing %o
do with Vegas or sailing. I+ is jus¥)
Yo put a smirk on your face & help
“Make your day”! Have a good one!

In a Hong Kong supermarket:
For your convenience, we
recommend courteous and
efficient self-service.

In a Zurich hotel:

Because of thr impropriety of
entertaining puests of the
apposite sex in the bedroom, it is
subbested that the lobby be used
for this purpose.

On the box of a clockwork toy
hade in Hong Kong:
Guaranteed to work throughout
its useful life.

Detour sign in Kyushi, Japan:
Stop: Drive sideways.

In a Swiss mountain Inn:
Special today - no ice cream.

In a Bangkok temple:

It is forbidden to enter women
even a foreigner if dressed as a
Man.

In a Bankock dry cleaner’s:
Drop your trousers here for best
resulrs.

In a Rome laundry:

Ladies, leave your clothes here
and spend the afternoon having a
good time.

In a Tokyo shop:

Our nylons coct more than
common, but you will find they
are best in the long run.

From: M E! magazine



The following letter is from Danish Vega skippers Ruth & Jorn Cardura

Partner Albin Vega No. 2186 of Ishoej, Denmark
Year One - the 59th day as a long distance-sailor
638,0 sailing miles behind us and 110 Itr. diesel bought

The 25th July, 1999: Sunday - Buitenhafen in the city of Kampen,
at the canal Gelderse, Netherlands.

BULLETINNQ & - Dear family, friends and sailors!

If Germany is a long green boulevard - then Holland is a farm, cut up in tiny bits
like a pizza by the innumerous canals - and we could for the rest of our lifetime get
around and still find new wonders.

EOUTE AND ARRIVALS: In our last bulletin, we finished at the most western place of
this year’s traveling in the city of Nieuwegein (east of Rotterdam) and only 35 sm to
South of Amsterdam. When going east again the current gave us an average speed
of 3,5 knots (6,5 kilometers), although we increased the RPM by 12,5%. Still we had

a lot of power in our Yanmar 18hp - nice to know if we one day should get into
REAL STRONG CURRENT.

We tumned left at the end of Nider Rijn and since then we have enjoyed the current
going with us on the Gelderese IJessel. And the sun and the temperatures and the
places we have seen (with often less than two hours traveling) are just marvelous.
And remember, this is not holydays, it is a lifestyle - believe me. There are silent,
thoughtful days as well as joyful days - and if you find the rhythm, the capacity of
your appetites, then you can go on for ever and ever. :

THERE ARE DAYS OF APPETITE AND OPEN EYES, we have rushed around, gobbling in

churches, museums, street chasing, eating the best whenever suitable, and most of
all rumouring around, falling into theater festivals, a church chimes concert, a flower
market and formidable streets with remnants or fully restores houses from 14-1500
a.c.

And there are days when we sit, justSIT around doing nothing. Itis as if your soul
digests the impressions- which can overwhelm you. Personally I am fascinated of
the variation of horses, cows, geese, sheep and wild birds by which we are being
constantly surrounded. The smaller places we choose to get into are so completely
silent and beautiful that we always depart that”we did miss something; we must
come back next year”. And there we come to the decision:

OUR FOUR YEAR PLAN SHALL NOT INCLUDE GREAT BRITAIN! The reason why? We
found that in a million years we would not see enough of the North and middle
European countries. The cards and the handbooks already bought and paid for
give us a staggering amount of tours and directions within the continent. So - we
will be too busy with the canals and therefore abandon the overseas!

Today you can find us (at least for a couple of days) in Kampen, which is the most
Northern city we will visit. East of the Gelderse [Jssel you shall imagine, that we in




a crisscross of the cities Zwolle - ZWartsluis - Meppel - Assen- Gronningen and by
traveling in a complicated patten of nice, narrow, alluring and fascinating canals
with lots of small locks (sluices) shall cross the border between Holland and
Germany and end up leaving the Haren-Rutenbrock Kanaal again. We intend to go
to Lubeck the same way we started 59 days ago, but this time it shall be with
pleasure rides - small distances’ lots of happy hours/days in the places we dropped or
rushed through in our outgoing. frenzy days.

After 59 days out here in the “reality”, your humble travelers still do not belong to
the flock of the “experienced”, but as one new-beginner to another we can tell:

MONEY/MONEY/ AND MONEY? WHAT ABOUT THE ECONOMY? [ cannot give the answer
on behalf of the younger couples, who get a year of duty and spend their time
going into the Mediterranean, neither can I advise anybody about favorite routes,
suitable distances or even the ultimate investment in equipment and boat/motor.
But of the day-to-day expenditure, the ordinary costs and the minimum capital at the
beginning of your three month trip I dare to whisper of my experiences.

Books & canal cards

Harbour payments including electricity & excluding bathshowers
Diesel and gas for the pantry

Meals excluding alcoholic drinks/nonalcoholic drinks/restaurants
Bus, a few restaurants, museums, drinks, ice cream, sweets
Repair, surprises, Correspondence, photos.

oA LB ol L

THE MOTOR? Here is the final answer: never trust anybody but your favorite
shipyard or engine workshop! If your engine was never repaired: pay for a
thorough “examination” - do as much as possible when it comes to renewal, spare
parts and “just-in-case” repair. In the Danish Vega Club you can get a cheque list
for the engine preparations. Come to the winter meetings.

The mast is on board and with you the whole bloody 44s sM if you insist on sailing
in competition at Hoorn, IJsselmeer. Make up your mind, what it is worth, and
build your necessary equipment accordingly. We have decided to let the mast stay
home, because we are going in the canals according to our four-years-plan, and that
means traveling and wintering without a mast in Southern European countries
after the Vega International Friendship Regatta.

WE SEND OUR KINDEST REGARDS and love to you all: May you be happy in the same
extent that we are! Qur next bulletin follows soon -

0 NOT FORGET: COME TO THE VEGA REGATTA IN HOORN-I[JSSELMEER - You can do it!

Yours

JORN & RUTH CARDURA
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